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REMARKS 

This paper is in response to the Office Action mailed on February 11, 2004 

Claims 1, 6, 53, 125, and 126 are amended, claims 5 and 57 are canceled, and no claims 

are added; as a result, claims 1-4, 6-9, 53-56, 58-60, 69-76, 85-107 and 125-127 are now pending 

in this application. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

Applicant submitted an Information Disclosure Statement and a 1449 Form on September 
29, 2003. Applicant is enclosing a copy of the returned 1449 Form and respectfully requests that 
Examiner initial each of the listed references on the 1449 Form and requests that the initialed 
1 994 Forms be returned to Applicants' Representatives to indicate that the cited references have 
been considered by the Examiner. 

§ 702 Rejection of the Claims 

Claims 1-6, 53-58, and 125-126 were rejected under 35 USC § 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Clampitt (U.S. 6,150,691). Applicant traverses. 

With respect to claim 1, applicant can not find in Clampitt the following feature as recited 
in claims 1 : the dielectric cap comprises at least one dielectric material selected from the group 
consisting of oxides and silicon oxynitrides. As applicant can not find all of the features of claim 
1 in Clampitt, applicant requests allowance of claim 1 and its dependent claims 2-4. 

With respect to claim 6, applicant can not find in Clampitt the following features as 
recited in claims 6: a dielectric cap on a top of the sidewalls, wherein the dielectric cap 
comprises at least one dielectric material selected from the group consisting of oxides and silicon 
oxynitrides, and wherein the dielectric cap is adapted to remain on the top of the sidewalls and 
form part of the dielectric layer. As applicant can not find all of the features of claim 6 in 
Clampitt, applicant requests allowance of claim 6. 

Applicant asserts that claim 53 is allowable over Clampitt for at least substantially similar 
reasons as stated above with regard to claim 1 . 
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With respect to claim 58, applicant can not find in Clampitt the following feature as 
recited in claims 58: a dielectric cap on a top of the sidewalls, wherein the dielectric cap 
comprises silicon oxynitride. As applicant can not find all of the features of claim 58 in 
Clampitt, applicant requests allowance of claim 58. 

With respect to claim 125, applicant can not find in Clampitt the following feature as 
recited in claims 125: an oxide dielectric cap on a top of the sidewalls. As applicant can not find 
all of the features of claim 125 in Clampitt, applicant requests allowance of claim 125. 

With respect to claim 126, applicant can not find in Clampitt the following feature as 
recited in claims 126: a dielectric cap on a top of the sidewalls, wherein the dielectric cap 
comprises at least one dielectric material selected from the group consisting of silicon oxides and 
silicon oxynitrides. As applicant can not find all of the features of claim 126 in Clampitt, 
applicant requests allowance of claim 126. 

§ 103 Rejection of the Claims 
Claims 7 and 60 were rejected under 35 USC § 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Clampitt. Claims 8, 9, 59, and 127 were rejected under 35 USC § 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Clampitt in view of Yoo et al. (U.S. 6,177,340). Claims 69-74, 85-90, 93-101, and 101-106 
were rejected under 35 USC § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Clampitt in view of Gustavson 
et al. (US 2003/016356). Claims 75-76, 91-92, 99-100, and 107-108 were rejected under 35 
USC § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Clampitt in view of Yoo and Gustavson et al. (US 
2003/016356). 

Applicant respectfully traverses all rejections under 35 USC § 103(a) that include 
Clampitt. Clampitt is assigned to the same assignee, Micron Technology Inc. as the present 
application. Moreover, the present application and Clampitt were, at the time the invention of 
the present application was made, owned by Micron Technology Inc. or subject to a duty to 
assign the invention to Micron Technology Inc. Accordingly, Clampitt is not a reference under 
35 USC § 103(c). Withdrawal and reconsideration of the rejections of claims 7-9, 59, 60, 69-74, 
75, 76 85-108 and 127 are requested. 
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Conclusion 



Applicant respectfully submits that the claims are in condition for allowance, and 
notification to that effect is earnestly requested. The Examiner is invited to telephone 
Applicant's attorney at (612) 349-9587 to facilitate prosecution of this application. 

If necessary, please charge any additional fees or credit overpayment to Deposit Account 
No. 19-0743. 



Respectfully submitted, 
GURTEJ S. SANDHU ET AL. 
By their Representatives, 

SCHWEGMAN, LUNDBERG, WOESSNER & KLUTH, P.A. 
P.O. Box 2938 
Minneapolis, MN 55402 



CERTIFICATE UNDER 37 CFR 1.8: The undersigned hereby certifies that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal 
Service with sufficient postage as first class mail, in an envelope addressed to: MS Amendment, Commissioner of Patents, P.O. Box 1450, 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450, on this 1 1th day of Mav. 2004 . ^ 
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